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engaged in conquering the French Antilles to trouble about
South America, but the prosperity of Cayenne was seriously
affected by the interruption of its commerce with the mother
country, and Jeannet-Oudin tried to compensate for the scarcity
of specie by issuing colonial assignats, to which he gave a
forced circulation.    The most important event was the arrival
of the news on 26 Prairial, Year II. (June 14, 1794), that the
Convention had abolished slavery throughout French territory.
Jeannet-Oudin immediately had this decree proclaimed through
the colony with beat of drum, and announced his intention of
summoning primary assemblies in the following September, in
which the new freedmen should exercise their right to vote.
But the sudden declaration of emancipation had its inevitable
result    The negroes looked upon liberty as the right to live
without working; they refused to gather the crops, and even
the sick in the hospitals were left without attendants    Famine
and ruin stared the colonists in the face after a very few days
of unrestricted liberty, and on 20 Messidor, Year II. (July 8,
1794),  Jeannet-Oudin   proclaimed   that all  labourers were
obliged to work, and that those who still declined should be
treated  as   " gens   mal-intentionne's"     This  compromise  of
declaring the slaves free and yet saying that they must work
was felt to be but a temporary expedient, and on 19 Pluviftse,
Year III. (February 7, 1795), the Colonial Assembly of French
Guiana drew up a scheme by which every former slave was
obliged to bind himself to some employer of labour for a term
of not less than one year under the sanction of the municipality,
and which allowed the employer to make use of certain stated
punishments for negligence or disobedience.    This scheme was
not approved by the Convention, which on 6 Prairial, Year III.
(May 4, 1795) refused to confirm it, and, while repeating the
doctrine of universal liberty, prescribed the duty of labour
under pain of death.    Jeannet-Oudin was succeeded by Cointel
in November, 1794, but the colony was in such a peaceful
state, that when the Convention, tired of the guillotine, resolved
to substitute deportation for the punishment of death, it was
to ^Cayenne and Sinnamari that Billaud-Yarenne and Collot